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More Treaties of Obligatory Arbitration. 

In spite of the outbreak of war in the Far East, 
the arbitration movement continues to make steady 
and by no means slow gains. Four special treaties 
of obligatory arbitration have been signed within the 
last five months. The first two of these, the Anglo- 
French treaty, signed on the 14th of October, and the 
Franco-Italian treaty, signed on the 25th of December, 
Christmas day, have already been described in our 
columns. These treaties, it will be remembered, are 
identical in terms. Reserving questions of national 
honor and vital interests, they provide that, for a 
period of five years, all questions of a judicial order 
and such as arise in the interpretation and applica- 
tion of treaties shall be referred to the Hague Court. 

The other two treaties are between Great Britain 
and Italy, and Denmark and the Netherlands. The 
former of these was signed about the 1st of February, 
and the latter on the 1 2th. We have not seen the de- 
tails of the Anglo-Italian treaty, but suppose that it 
follows closely the lines of that between Great Britain 
and France. The convention between Denmark and 
the Netherlands, the last one negotiated, is, accord- 
ing to the dispatches, wider in scope than any of the 
others. It sets no limits to the kind of questions to 
be referred to the Hague Court. 

These treaties are most important and encouraging 
from two points of view. They establish for good 



and all the prestige of the Hague Court, and they 
make manifest the commanding position which arbi- 
tration has now won. At the present rate of progress 
it will not be long until the principle is organized 
into a permanent and, among the important civilized 
powers at least, a practically universal system. France 
is already negotiating with at least three other powers 
for arbitration treaties, and Great Britain and Spain 
have a treaty nearly ready to sign. A treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain certainly will 
not be long delayed. One between France and the 
United States is reported to be already in the proc- 
ess of drafting. 

Wars come and go. They are no longer, as they 
once were, a part of the regular international order. 
They are to-day altogether exceptional. But the 
movement for arbitration, for its organization into a 
general and permanent system among the nations, 
goes on incessantly, and is building up an order of 
things which is to be as lasting as society itself, and 
which will in no distant future make war, if not 
totally impossible, at least as rare as brutal personal 
fights are at the present time. 

The Venezuela Decision. 

The tribunal from the Hague Court to which was 
referred the contention of Great Britain, Germany 
and Italy for preferential treatment in the settlement 
of their claims against Venezuela, rendered its deci- 
sion on the 2 2d of February. The three arbitrators 
had had the case under consideration since the close 
of the hearing at the last of November. They seem 
to have made a most minute and impartial investiga- 
tion of all the aspects of the case, after listening to 
the able and extended arguments of counsel on both 
sides. 

The award is unanimous, and holds that Great 
Britain, Germany and Italy, the three powers that 
blockaded the Venezuelan ports and were proceeding 
to collect their claims by force of arms, have the 
right to a preference of thirty per cent, of the customs 
duties collected at Laguayra and Puerto Cabello. 
The litigants pay their own costs in the procedure, 
and divide equally the costs of the tribunal. 

The cabled reports of the award are so meager 
that it is not easy to get at its full significance. So 
far as we are able to interpret it, the court does not 
seem to have made any decision of the fundamental 
question whether belligerent creditors have in inter- 
national law and equity any priority over pacific 



